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Creating a hub for transparency

Participants in the 2011 High Level Forum in Busan pledged to implement a “common 
standard” for providing more detailed and frequent information on development 

finance. Implementing this standard requires a sustainable working arrangement 
between the OECD-DAC and the International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI).

WHY IS CONSOLIDATION IMPORTANT? 
The international community has long recognised that transparency is the foundation of 
partnership and a prerequisite for development. Increased transparency improves the 
effectiveness of development co-operation through comprehensive, timely and forward 
looking information. At the same time, developing countries need this information on 
financing and activities to plan efficiently. And finally, transparency engenders the trust 
that is fundamental among partners in development. The Busan common standard 
supports these needs by bringing 
together the DAC’s Creditor Reporting 
System; its Forward Spending Survey; 
and IATI, a self reporting system. 
Together, they offer: an ex post 
facto reporting system that ensures 
accountability and comparability 
across countries with statistical 
accuracy; up-to-date and forward-
looking information on a timely basis. 

WHAT’S TO BE GAINED?
Joining the efforts of the OECD and 
IATI can serve the development 
effectiveness agenda, offering a 
number of advantages by: 

•	 providing the development 
community with a one-
stop-shop for statistics 
and information on 
development co-operation 
with harmonised systems, 
thereby reducing 
fragmentation and confusion
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A commitment to 
transparency

Stakeholders of the Busan Partnership 

for Effective Development Co-operation 

(2011) resolved to: “Implement a common, 

open standard for electronic publication 

of timely, comprehensive and forward-

looking information on resources provided 

through development co-operation, taking 

into account the statistical reporting of the 

OECD-DAC and the complementary efforts of 

the International Aid Transparency Initiative 

and others. This standard must meet the 

information needs of developing countries 

and non-state actors, consistent with national 

requirements. We will agree on this standard 

and publish our respective schedules to 

implement it by December 2012, with the aim 

of implementing it fully by December 2015.” 



•	 drawing on the inclusive governance structure of the Global Partnership for 
Effective Development Co-operation, whose legitimacy is built on its inclusive, 
multi-stakeholder character

•	 exploiting synergies between IATI and existing DAC systems, thereby achieving 
clear economies of scale and reducing overlaps

•	 allowing the development community to marry the political momentum created 
by IATI with the technical expertise and experience of the OECD

MOVING FORWARD 
Development is at a critical juncture, with increasingly complex challenges ahead. 
Making information available in a form that is useful to partners is more important than 
ever. By joining forces and putting its full weight behind this effort, the international 
community can arrive at a robust and common standard that goes far beyond what 
each existing entity can do alone. The OECD offers a sustainable structure to support the 
common standard in the most effective and efficient way possible. 

ACTIONS THAT WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE
•	 Make the DAC the hub for transparency in development co-operation, building 

on its strong technical capacities. 

•	 Maximise synergies between the political strength of IATI as a multi-
stakeholder alliance and the technical capacity of the OECD.
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